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'"gﬁj. Dear Rob: : _,f ~ i'.- S o . B " ;fAlf o

ST _ Thank you for your letter of 6 September 1983 . ;
requesting copies of certain cables referred to 4
in connection with General William Westmoreland's _ a )
suit against CBS. The cables referred to in : o Ce YL
The New York Times and The Washington Post o
. articles are enclosed per your request. Please Do .
@-:; let me know if you have any further guestionms. A L ‘ , —

‘Sincerely, . : ' T
/s/ Clalr E. Geerge U SRR
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nts Set Off Storm ir
* arhitrary »“‘cci\;ng" on  counting Lhn‘l‘ should "be m\'\madv:\s combat
enemy sticngth, in ordler to make it . forces. . o ]

appear that the war was heing won. © . The CBS News documentary fe-
e from Carver says, in - ported allegations by military -ana- -

T — s —
: W] ‘ 1 S i
| [# oland Suit
Westmorelana Suit .
A breakdown of the figures iito” " plus monologue, reviewing his and  brisk discussion we hammﬁa ou
-sepatate categories, said Westmore- Westmoreland's problems with the the following agreement on numbers: |
land's attarney, Burg, is what did- press, their frustrating inability to “Viet Cong Military Force: M1i.r; B
_evolve, as shown by other gables convinee the press (hence the public)  and Lacal Forces—110 ﬂﬂé' ;;sdm(in-‘
Iysts that they were directed to hold {1 Am‘Cmvcr that he made available. of the great progress being made, istrative SErViccs-—.'l'.") 0010_4‘3000.
! But it was wrang and irresponsible,  and the paramount importance of - Guerriilas—75,000-95 060 Tefm__'
Burt said Monday, to label that “a  saying nothing that would detract © 229,000-255,000. In “addition t'nc‘--

m war documents from files X
1A ‘have set olf a storm of ©_ - This_cabl

ris in retired Gen. William part:
oreland's $120 ‘million libel «Variety of circumstantial indica-  their [figures on enemy strength -

15 News tele- tors—MACVY  [Military Assistance -~ below a 300,000 total. Westmoreland i said
The Uncount- -Command, Vietnam] juggling of fig- denies imposing any “eeiling” The | conspiracy. ) from the image of progress ... . comprofnisé estimated that “the |
Y s “I"helieve that the entire set of Carver went on in that cahle to  present strength of the Viet Cong 3

emy: A Yietnar Deception.” ures ils own analysts presented dute ClA’s- vwn total count on auemy -

RS attorney David Boiesclaim ing August discussions in Washing- ' strength . was - in the “half-million " cables, as well as Mr. Carver’s tes-. say that Konier challenged the CIA  political cadre is in the 53 o0 (7) to
vior,- and tacit or ¢ range”. - Admitting such a figure ;-timony, will make it very clear that estimates, saying “he had rmuch more © 90,000 (?) range.” That ru't the inl 1
’ N {CBS| hroadcast was as many, . faith in MACV's figures than ours  personnel counted in thé 282,600 ﬁ,

rds include 2 tor, MACV beha
! £ Jonnson

document” Joblique lunchtime and corridar ad wonld have confounded th e ] )
- thesis 7. missions by MACV- officers . . all’ - administration's determ ation 1o - 1.ca'ple belive—fake," Burt said. ~ - (t}mu;:h he -thought- MACV's too 349,000 range.” - 5
Subsequent  cables, Burt. said,  high) .and would hence recommend An acmmpanying‘ memorandim

-85 correct.” West-" “point to incscapable conclusion that = display progress in the wi
s attorncy, Dan M. Burt of - Gen. Westmorcland (with Kemer's ';:\Veslmme\and ~has
tal Legal Foundation, makes encoutagement) [Robert W. Komer, . pre-trial depesitions that h
opposite “clai, saying that * deputy commander’ for paciﬁcntionl " mand inherited from the Seuth Viet- .
bles in the’ same.scquence . has given instruction tantamount t¢ ' hamese & “deceptive” and “erroncous. -
the ‘conspiracy accusation . direct order that VC- {Viet Cang| . breskdown” for counting  enemy hers. Burt said -Carver. cabled - by MACV] had to be changed (fer order of (150060, but since d
cast was "8 fake.” “gtrength  total  will not " exceed .- strength, When it was jound that . buck to Washinglon to say “every: public relations reasons) and agreed Plﬂeé-—‘would' not be counted be:
st two weeks, “400 to 500 300,000 ceiling. Rationale Seems to:7.fwe hadl underestimated the potitical thing was resolved and Westmores With me that the final estimate cause“they are not offensive military}
have':been” released by - be. that any higher figure would not "+ cadre and underestimated the part-- land was responsive Lo my position.” * should show ranges rather than sin- ' fores® and.“current evidence dar'yi
nse lo subpoenas, he sufficiently optimistic snd, would . -time irregulars,” \Westmoreland said, Carver on Monday said he agrees gle figures.” : ce coes il
g part of a generate unacceptable level of crit- 1 didn’t tell them to change any’ with that interpretation, and. dis- This cable continued, “He .
“wartime. records. __icism from the press, i v 11 i D humbers ; - . | said ‘T want the mat- auroes with the weizht attached fo Komer] was t, h i
: R L “This order obviously ‘makes” it + ter reviewed.". - : Sept. 10, 1967, cable by the:CBS  insisting that [there] . . . must Mot
fdi: Vietnam - field impassible for MACV to engage in 1 It became. ‘evident,” Westmore- attorneys. o be any quantification of theiirzegular L
ander_from1964 to 1968, con: serious of meaningful “discussion : of < {and said, “that we should come up When asked if hie was retracting forces on the grounds that the press
e was libeled by the CBS - evidence or our +6a) substantive dis- - :with -a_different formal that woulti what that cable . reporied, Carver would sdd all the figures tagether
st which - reported 3 con- agreements, which 1 strongly suspect isolate the-order of battle from e said, “No, T'm’ not retracting” .In ~ end hence quentifying e irregulars
y'at the highest levels of Amer: - are negligible. 1 hope to see Komer’ political cadre and from the home.  tatking first. with - Westmoreland's ~ would produmaptkﬂic&y"\wp-
‘military . intelligence—t0 sup-  and Waestmoreland tomorrow | . .and- guard types.” ' <ubordinates, he said, “they had - table total over 400,080 T
r'\d';qlter“critical intelligence will endeavor to loosen this straite . . His objective, Westmoreland sait, acted in what seemed 1o me 1o he In bargaining over the Higuses,
e enenly” in 1967. . - jacket. Unless 1 can we are wasting = wad “to purily the order of battle g Rome kind of constraint” and per- Carver repomdtshisﬂ;s‘su;;aiims,
X : Courtime....” o = hat we nad a better fix-on precisely ~ haps sin deference to what they “You will note § ‘have matlsa.major :the @ntention that this i
N Carver headed ~an - interaggncy 7 who we . wiere, _fighting ...~ T» thought were his command inten- concession g mol guantifying ithe the giestion of whether there
team from Washington sent to re: combing the " figures o eneity tions.” o irreguiars.” B i ““eefag” on enemy strength fisy
colve a running dispute belween the . strength, he said, would have giverl & But Westmoreland, he said, stated When he Finglly riet with'West- . B cables show, Bc\i?:s \'alir('l, s
“CIA and MACY over counting” false. impression” “lhat " suddenly we that a “ceiling” order “had neves moreland, Carveg raporied ept. - -altar months of stalemate over el
enemy strength. Both the CIA and - were fighting mare people than e . come from him,” and he “gave no £1371967, he found him “mast. irspase on the numbers, “lo and he g
or, Wenr. evidence of having given an order and receptive” and in a-meeting:of *hold, the number the; come *.“c
H ¢ wanting, to stick to 2 both statfs “1 took Westmorblamdzat  wwit was the number that \(;\‘(\'h
: his word, usurped the chairpandan- .

H e th Carver R with N q H e -
i - ;‘\‘;Ofi Lnat‘ux_vckaﬂer mcegx.ng with " - to \Vestmorel@d thal ours be re-  said the so-called “irrepulars __gelf+
_ L—_.xtrnn_remnd. enrrects his initiall jected. o el : defense - forczs, - secret- self-defe

impression” that \\_/c.slmnrelund had © " “He .did say,” however, that he forces  and related ° 2roups—
| a ceiling on enemy strength agreed that the 298,000 total [used  ported in 1885 to num};er “on the

o

S -

MACV's own analysts had con-  were before . L. " Moreov
cluded that earlier assessinents, € moreland said, it would have pivin’

msisting on” Altorney Burt dF]

Vestmarelund ~ pecially on irregular forces, were se- ammunition to those “who wure
cable;,; shows, ’ .riously underestimated. That pro-  gresping at . . . every item that they o gab nounced that ell constraints:onido: d, ny the figures ¢
rep tals were off ... " Carver 1eported cenzged - there wis “nio 1§09,

L';dl}é"mihlary’ duced prolonged dispute about the - could lay their hands an to emigre 3 : (yErepariel
did impose ap fumbers, and. about the categorics  rass the adininistration.” "¢ ofi . hed it @n - that “during about- four hours ef seebg” .
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